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2024 Hawai‘i’'s Woodshow Award Winners Announced

‘O‘Okala, Hawai‘i (January 8, 2025) The Hawai‘i Forest Institute
(HFI) was awarded a $10,000 grant from the State Foundation
on Culture and the Arts for the 2024 Hawaii's Woodshow™, Na
La‘au o Hawai‘i.

This was the Hawai‘i Forest Industry Association’s 32"¢ annual
Woodshow. The exhibition presents extraordinary heirloom-
quality works crafted by Hawaii’s most talented woodworkers.

An exciting feature of this year’s Woodshow included an
Ho'omalu 'Aina and Kokua Kaliki Valley (KKV) Mai Uka Ku'u
Wa'a Canoe educational display. Mai Uka Ku‘'u Wa‘a,
meaning “my canoe comes from the uplands,” is a KKV L L)

program at Ho’oulu ‘Aina born from the desire and Luke Shaffer’s “Pyro 2024 1st Place Sculpture Photo-Brad Goda.
responsibility to bring the mana of the uplands down

throughout the whole ahupua‘a of Kalihi and beyond.

In addition, woodturning demonstrations were conducted by award-winning woodturner Andy Cole.

This year’s jurors were Tai Lake, Master Furniture Designer and Maker; Travis Idol, PhD, professional forester and Professor
of Tropical Forestry and Agroforestry, Department of Natural Resources and Environmental Management, University of
Hawaii; and Ginger Lunt, Principal Interior Designer and founder of Tantalus Studios.

The event encourages an appreciation for the participating artists and the materials they use and promotes the positive
role forests play in our economy and ecology. Hawaii’'s Woodshow emphasizes the use of wood from Hawaiian-grown tree
species, especially those nurtured and brought to maturity in Hawai‘i. The exhibition serves as a vital reference point for
the planting of native and non-native high-value hardwood trees for future generations.

Andrew Penny’s “Outrigger Canoe”, 2024 st Place Novice Photo: Brad Goda.
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An exciting component of Hawaii’s Woodshow is the Imagination + Inspiration (I+) Student Challenge, which was initiated
in 2017 by Marian Yasuda and Steven Hill, IDSA, the 3DLab Director at University of Hawai‘i-Manoa School of Architecture.
The students are challenged to construct artwork using a mix of donated Hawai‘i-grown woods and other materials of their
choice. Schools that have participated in the student challenge include UH-Manoa School of Architecture; Brigham Young
University—Hawaii; Maui, Castle, Kalani High and Waipahu Schools; Mid-Pacific Owl Robotics; Olomana School; and
Punahou School. Wood donors have included C. Barton Potter, Kalama Hardwoods, Kamuela Hardwoods, and Siglo
Tonewoods. See I+l Student Challenge Video here. Other n-kind donors were Doug, Hawaiian Fine Furniture; Nick, Kona
Abrasives; Elmer, Waimanalo Lumber; Woodcraft; and Kia‘aina, Woodwork Designs Hawai‘i

Mahalo to 2024 Hawaii’s Woodshow Sponsors

Hawai‘i State Foundation on Culture and the Arts
National Endowment for the Arts
Hawai‘i Tourism Authority Community Enrichment Program
Ron and Myra Kent Fund of the Hawai’i Community Foundation
Hawai‘i Forest Institute
Honua Ola Bioenergy-Warren Lee
HPM Building Supply
Ron and Myra Kent Fund of the Hawai’i Community Foundation
Maui Hands
Nalu Builds
Forest Solution, Inc
C. Barton Potter Co.
Marian Yasuda, Yasuda Designs
Peter Simmons-In the Woods
Akamai Glass
Pu’uhonua Society
Nick Koch
Charijean Akiko Watanable
Ana A Gamble
Jorma Winkler
John A de Haan
Waipio Valley Artworks

HAWAII'S WOODSHOW 2024 Awards

Best of Show Winter Anderson...Upena

Hawaii’s Woodshow Masters
Award of Excellence Robert Butts...Kou Tako with Stand
Award of Distinction Joel Bright...Night-blooming Cereus
Award of Merit Alan Wilkinson...Rocking Chair

Main Division: First Place Awards
Sculpture: Luke Shaffer...Pyro
Furniture Marian Yasuda Award: Nicole Keola Gomes...Milo Live Edge Spindle Table
Turning: Robert Woodword/John Mydock...As Above So Below
Accessories: Leleo Kinimaka...Lahaina Koko‘o

Novice Division
First Place: Andrew Penny...Outrigger Canoe
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https://hawaiiforestinstitute.org/our-projects/hawaiis-woodshow-ii-student-challenge/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DW72lHtXVo4

Honorable Mention

Bennett Gum...Koa Tenor Ukelele Steven Hill...Baby, You’re My Centerpiece
Aaron Hammer...Orbit Robert Woodward...Un-Balanced Eucalyptus
Andrew Penny...Hawaiian Green Sea Turtle Stephen Hynson...Coffee Table/Hawaiian Quilt Series: Red Ginger

La‘au Pono Award: Steven Hill...Baby, You’re My Centerpiece
Kent Award for Exploration: Robert Duffer...The Performance
2024 Award for Experimentation in Design: Ron Tosh...Bamboon

People’s Choice Award: "Pyro" Luke Shaffer
Artist’s Choice Award: “High Boy” by Michael Felig

Innovation + Imagination (I+1) Student Challenge Award Winners

High School College
First Place: Brandon Won...Hop Scotch Boxes First Place: Jonathan Boyd...Kinexus Lamp
Second Place: Mata Kaimana...Tribute to Hina Second Place: Edwin Sun...X Lamp

Third Place: Jaylin Kaneao...Epoxy Resin Waterfall Table  Third Place: Rin Xiao...Hanging Ribcage Coat Hanger Lamp

Honorable Mention:
Damien Rivera...Air Show
Kenny Morrow...Ipukukui: Arcturus
Aika Valenzuela...Bound by Wood

Pu‘uhonua Awards:
Rin Xiao...Hanging Ribcage Coat-Hanger Lamp
Jonathan Boyd...Kinexus Lamp
Ma‘ili Mckeague...Light wave
Special Award: Mata Kaimana...Tribute to Hina

Find more information and updates about the 2024 Hawaii’s Woodshow here.
Mahalo to Kyle Medcalf for filming a tour of the 2024 Woodshow: Kyle Metcalf 2024 Woodshow Video.

The Hawai‘i State Foundation on Culture and the Arts was established by the Hawaii State Legislature in 1965 to promote,
perpetuate, preserve, and encourage culture and the arts, history and the humanities as central to the quality of life of the
people of Hawai‘i.

About the Hawai‘i Forest Institute (HFI)

The Hawai‘i Forest Industry Association (HFIA) formed the Hawai‘i Forest Institute (HFI) as a 501(c) (3) nonprofit
corporation in 2003. HFI’s mission is to promote the health and productivity of Hawaii’s forests through forest restoration,
educational programs, information dissemination, strategic partnerships, and support for scientific research.
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