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Tom Calhoun, Wood Artist, Maui 
Born in Waialua, O‘ahu in 1953, Tom Calhoun grew up in a large, intellectually curious family that encouraged 
questioning and independent thinking—traits that now shape his approach to woodworking. Primarily self-taught, 
he credits high school art teacher Sydney Yee for early inspiration. 

Tom’s work blends thoughtful design with the natural beauty of wood, often starting from milling lumber and 
evolving through pages of sketches, joinery, carving, and inlay. He describes woodworking as a deeply satisfying 
craft that keeps him physically, mentally, and aesthetically engaged. 

With a deep respect for native Hawaiian woods, Tom strives to remain pono in his practice. He volunteers with 
Living Indigenous Forest Ecosystems and helped restore Maui’s double-hulled canoe Mo‘olele. 

His award-winning work has been featured in Art Maui, Hawai‘i Craftsmen, and the Woods of Hawai‘i exhibition, 
earning multiple first-place and best-in-show awards. Tom lives and works on the slopes of Haleakalā, where the 
beauty of nature continues to inspire his craft. 

 

Heather McMillen, PhD 
Hawaiʻi State Urban Forester | Kaulunani Program Coordinator | ISA Certified Arborist  
Heather sees trees as a connector to our places, and our collective health, wellbeing and resilience. She was born 
in the volcanic landscape of Kilimanjaro, grew up in the US continental mid-west, and for the last 25 years has 
found home in the volcanic landscapes of O‘ahu, most recently in Pālolo. She is an ISA certified arborist, has a PhD 
in Anthropology with foci in conservation biology and ethnobiology, and is a humble learner of wood carving, 
lauhala weaving, and tree pruning.  

 

Katherine Love 
Assistant Curator, Contemporary Art at Honolulu Museum of Art 
Katherine has been with the Honolulu Museum of Art for the past twelve years. She is a practicing artist and 
contemporary art curator with university-level teaching experience. 
 
 

 


