
Seeking O‘ahu high school and college instructors and 
students for a design challenge

INNOVATION+IMAGINATION
STUDENT CHALLENGE

2017 First Place |18 and Older
“Iris Monkeypod” by Kristoffer Jugueta

2018 First Place |18 and Older
“Limitless” by Chloe Bennie

Interested teachers contact:
Steve Hill

stevenhi@hawaii.edu
808.956.3509

CONTACT US:

“The I+I Challenge epitomizes the real world, relevant STEM 
education experiences we seek to provide for our students.  
I am thrilled that these amazing young people were able 
to collaborate, design, and learn how to operate complex 
machinery to create a product that is not only beautiful but 
shows their creativity and design abilities.  Learning about 
where the different pieces of wood came from, meeting & 
learning from Fishcake gallery owners..these experiences 
are something I could never replicate in my classroom. I+I 
allows for such rich, once in a lifetime learning experiences 
that for these students, are transformative.”  

- Joanna Kobayashi, Moanalua High School CTE 
Department, STEM Coordinator



Imagination in design and Innovation 
in techniques encouraged

How will 21st century designers create 
responsible products in the years to 
come?  A good starting point is to use 
materials that cause the least harm to 
our environment. Although wood is 
not always thought of as a high-tech 
material, it is being used in many new 
ways that leverage its performance 
characteristics.  Wood is arguably the 
greenest material out there.  That is 
especially true when it is manufactured 
in a 100% solar powered factory – the 
forests of Hawaii!

The Innovation+Imagination Student 
Challenge (I+I) introduces young 
designers, artists and engineers to the 
strength and richness of local materials.  
By providing students and teachers 
with a free sampling of local woods to 
explore, they begin to discover the many 
ways these materials can be used.  
The goal is to foster experimentation 
and hands-on learning while growing 
a respect for, and commitment to, the 
resources that Hawaii’s Forests provide.

•	 No cost for students and teachers 
to enter

•	 Projects must use provided 
materials  

•	 Each participant given a free 
variety of wood totaling roughly 
10 board feet

•	 Non-wood materials may be used, 
as well as electronics, audio, video, 
etc.

•	 Additional wood may be 
used, but all wood must meet 
Hawaii’s Woodshow eligibility 
requirements

•	 Awards presented for the most 
innovative and imaginative projects

•	 Entries displayed in conjunction 
with the Fall 2019 Hawaii’s 
Woodshow

•	 Limited to forty entries; other 
limitations may apply 

•	 Summer workshops available for 
interested teachers

2018 First Place Team
“Unorthodox Box” by   Moanalua High School


